T he world is currently grappling with the influenza A (H1N1) pandemic, and a large number of people have been affected by the virus. The World Health Organization (WHO) pandemic alert level remains at the maximum level of 6. The Asia Pacific region, especially the developing countries where people have little access to health care and living in deprived socioeconomic conditions, is facing devastating impact of the pandemic. There has been a shortage of vaccines to fight the virus, and countries such as Japan, China, Singapore, Indonesia, Hong Kong, and others are procuring the pandemic vaccine to cover their population. The WHO has warned countries to prepare for a second wave of infection. The pandemic and how it affects people's life worldwide has created research interest not only among the clinicians but also among other public health specialists. The Asia-Pacific Journal of Public Health (APJPH) seeks articles on this issue and hopes to further raise awareness on this pandemic through its publications.
cultural differences in personal and behavioral determinants of physical activity among college students in 4 different countries. American students were more physically active than Costa Rican, Indian, and South Korean students. The cultural perception on the motivations for physical activity differed between cultures and between the genders. The authors further concluded that perceived overweight and fruit and vegetable consumption are culture-free predictors of physical activity and that gender and TV/video watching are culture-specific predictors. The underlying causation of the lack of physical activity among Asians and the cultural differences of physical activity needs to be further investigated.
In conjunction with all these, underutilization of health care services and its related contributing factors is a public health concern. In a population-based study on factors contributing to the underutilization of health care services in Malaysia, Krishnaswamy et al 6 found that almost a third of the study respondents have contacts with health care professionals. Utilization of health care services was significantly related to comorbidities, disabilities, and those in the older age group. Although Malaysia has got a good coverage of health care services, accessibility is still a problem to certain pockets of the population, and this concern should be addressed to reduce the health disparities in health care utilization.
Other interesting public health topics are also presented in this particular issue, such as health financing, occupational health, sexual and reproductive health, disaster management, and clinical trial study. A good and critical review on advocating gender competencies in the medical curriculum has also been presented. As this is the last issue for the year 2009, on behalf of the Editorial Board, I take this opportunity to thank all the authors for choosing the APJPH to publish their work, the reviewers for their review, guest editors for editorials, and finally welcome all new readers of the journal. I could not emphasize more that the APJPH is the only English journal on public health in this region and that this is an ISI journal, and we are still patiently waiting for the impact factor. Therefore, we encourage you to support public health issues in this region by writing for APJPH, review for APJPH, and cite APJPH.
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